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Bruce Kirkpatrick, Port Huron, MI 



How long have you been tutoring for the Literacy Project and how did you first get started? 

My wife mentioned this program to me about 5 or 6 years ago. One day I finally inquired about the program to find 
out I had just missed the mandatory and necessary training session. The next session would be 9 months later, so I 
enrolled. I'm really glad I did. 

What were some of your worl< experiences before joining the Literacy Project? 

I am a retired Anglican priest with 9 years experience in the parish, and worked 40 years as a worker priest. I spent 
much of that time in direct sales, temporary jobs when out of work, running a travel service specializing in trips to 
the Holy Land, and worked for KLM Royal Dutch Airlines while developing group travel. Because of these experiences, 
I was able to travel to 32 different countries and every continent except South America and Antarctica. I am still 
involved with my local parish and I'm a member of The Missionary Society of St. John The Evangelist. 

Tell us about one of your most rewarding moments with a student 

One student had a very irregular education, and really wanted to improve his skills in order to get a good job, get a 
high school graduation equivalency, and to get a car. When he was done, he achieved that! He rose to two even 
better jobs, and finally did get the vehicle. Now he's visiting all over Canada and the USA while earning a living. This 
former student is still working on a GED, and stays in touch with me. I still correct some spelling and grammar 
messages sent to me. 

What would you say to encourage prospective Literacy Project volunteers? 

It is a most rewarding effort, and will generate much personal satisfaction. The students and tutors are matched 
according to their strengths and weaknesses. I learned at my father's funeral that he tutored a student for years. His 
former student was grateful and told me he finally got a full paycheck after he learned to read. I never knew that 
about my Dad. 
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